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§oratnion pilitia. 

Prince Edward Island ... . . . . 484 
Nova Seotia. . .. . . . . 3,033 
New Brunswick . . . . 2,124 
Quebec . . . . 8,168 

Manitoba 
British Columbia . . . . 200 

Total . 28,845 

I t is stated in the report of the Major 
General commanding tha t double the 
number would willingly have turned out 
for the drill, had the Par l iamentary vote 
been sufficient to have authorized it, and 
tha t those embodied would have gladly 
prolonged their term, a proof of the 
popularity of the service. The Major 
General speaks highly of the attention, 
efficiency and general apti tude of the 
men, the zeal, intelligence and capability 
of the officers, requiring only experience 
and opportunity to make admirable sol
diers. The men were generally fine, 
robust, well sized, excellent mater ia l for 
soldiei-s; if well drilled and disciplined, 
not to be exceeded by any troops in the 
world. The rifles were not in a good state 
—not having been examined by an 
armourer for a long t i m e ; skilled 
armourers to go round and examine and 
repair the a rms are urgently needed. The 
clothing issued in 1875 was a failure. The 
shapewas unpopular and the material bad. 
The resumption of the British Army tunic 
is recommended. The forage cap is also 
unserviceable, and some change is neces
sary. 

The Military College has been opened at 
Kingston under Lieut. Col. Hewett , of the 
Royal Engineers, Commandant, a Cadet 
officer and three professors. Twenty-
two cadets are allowed for the first year. 
After t h a t thirty-six, three lor each mili
t a ry division. 

The Artillery is in a generally satisfac
tory condition. There are 50 impounder 
rifled guns in the country, and ten more 
being manufactured. Thirty of these have 
been issued to batteries. There are also 
50 bronze field guns of various calibres ; 25 
or 30 rifled guns are wanted for the bat
teries of Quebec and Kingston. Most of 
the fortifications, works, and mil i tary 
buildings in Quebec are in want of imme
diate repair. The mil i tary stores were in 
their usual good condition. A consider
able supply of arms, ammunit ion, and 
ordnance stores for the rifled guns of 
"Western Ontario was added to the store 
in Ontario, and a reserve of camp equip
ment also placed there. There were in 
store in the Dominion at the close of 1875, 
188,576 lbs. of gunpowder; 6,908,163 rounds 
of small a rm ammuni t ion ; 19,820 Snider 
Rifles, and camp equipment for about 50,-
000 men. About 80,000 Snider Rifles are now 
in the Dominion, and it is a most efficient 

weapon for practice or service. The 
Cavalry turned out well for drill, well 
mounted, with horses wonderfully steady. 
Corps of mounted riflemen would be of 
the greatest advantage—more useful than 
dragoons. 

There are two companies only of Engi
neers. The good results of the training 
given in the Schools of Gunnery a t Quebec 
and Kingston were very apparent in the 
handling and drill of the various batteries 
in eamp. The guns were in general well 
horsed, and the steadiness of the horses 
remarkable. As a whole the Major Gen
eral states the Militia organization of 
the Dominion is in such a state as 
to be easily and quickly built upon, 
compacted and expanded, the mate
rial being unexceptionally good and 
the spirit displayed exhibiting military 
proclivities of more t h a n ordinary excel
lence. 

During the summer of 1875 the Major 
General commanding the Militia made a 
tour of inspection across the continent, 
and also visited the head quarters of the 
U. S. Generals commanding along the 
frontier, to confer with them regarding 
the repression of crime and capture of 
criminals. I t was considered desirable by 
these officers t h a t cattle and horsesteal
ing should be included in the Extradit ion 
Treaty, and some arrangements made by 
which the boundary of either country 
might be crossed by parties in pursuit of 
offenders in the only part ial ly settled por
tions along the western frontier from 
Lake Superior to Alaska, the prisoner 
when captured being delivered up to the 
nearest authori ty of the country in which 
the capture was made. The journey of the 
Major General embraced a distance of 
ll,0o0 miles, 2,000 of which were on horse
back. For about 1,500 miles he was accom
panied by an escort of the N. W. Mounted 
Police Force and gives them a very high 
character. The force consisted of 29 officers 
and 300 men and horses, in 6divisions of 50 
men each, and their presence had produc
ed already a wholesome improvement 
among the wandering prairie tribes, and 
a feeling of security throughout the set
t lements in the North West Territory. 
The general conduct of the men is very 
satisfactory. Their a rms consist of the 
Snider Carbine and Dean and Adams 
revolver. The vicinity of the South 
Saskatchewan, where the railway will 
cross, is considered by the Major-Gencral 
the best position for the headquarters of 
the force. A small post has been estab
lished at Shoal Lake, commanding the 
trai l from Manitoba westward, and pre
venting the spirit trade, and serving as a 
check upon the Salteaux Indians, near 
Portage. Another has been established 
a t Sturgeon Creek, 20 miles north of Ed
monton, 50 miles from St. Ann's, the ex
treme northwest settlement, and 12 from 
St Albert, and 60 from Victoria. Since 
the establishment of this post the liquor 
t rade has ceased, and there has been no 
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